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Licenciado Oscar Berger Perdomo
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Ministro de Gobernación de Guatemala


May 26, 2004

We are extremely concerned for the safety of Héctor Ramirez’s two sons, Héctor Ramirez Rubio and David Hernández Rubio, his daughter-in-law, Roxana Marubbeny Gubien Morales, and other family members.  They have been attacked and intimidated in an attempt to prevent an investigation into the death of their father, Héctor Ramírez, the journalist who died during political violence organized by the FRG party on July 24 and 25, 2003 (“black Thursday” and “Friday of Mourning”).  (Last August we wrote officials of the previous administration in Guatemala to protest the violence.)

At 12pm on May 17, two armed men on motorcycles went to the home of journalist Héctor Ramírez Rubio and intimidated his two step-sisters with questions about his whereabouts. The step-sisters responded that they would call the police and closed the door as one of the men attempted to enter the house.  At the same time, a black car with tinted windows was seen on the corner of the street. Approximately 12 minutes after this incident, eight unidentified armed men tried to find Héctor Ramírez Rubio at his wife’s property in a different area of the city.   On the same day, two motorcyclists and a white car followed his step-sister for 15 minutes until she found refuge in a commercial center.  On May 18 at 3 pm, Héctor Ramírez Rubio’s wife, Roxana Marubbeny Gubien Morales, was followed by a pick-up truck for about 25 minutes.

On the night of May 19, David Hernández Rubio was attacked by two unidentified men near his home. As he passed a telephone booth, he heard a voice say: “It’s him.”  They punched and kicked him and threatened: “You better run because if we catch you, we’ll kill you.”  He fled. Following the attacks, Héctor Ramírez Rubio and David Hernández Rubio requested precautionary measures from the Inter-American Human Rights Commission.

Héctor Ramirez’s death is now being investigated as a result of a suit filed by his sons against former dictator and 2003 FRG presidential candidate General Efraín Rios Montt and other members of the Alfonso Portillo Administration (FRG party).  Intimidation and threats against the family began four days after the Tenth Court of Appeals upheld the sentence of house arrest for Ríos Montt and six others for their role in the death of Héctor Ramírez. 

We urge you to:

· Guarantee the safety of Héctor Ramírez Rubio, David Hernández Rubio, Roxana Marubbeny Gubien Morales and other family members, in accordance with their wishes;

· Carry out an immediate, exhaustive and impartial investigation into reports of attacks and intimidation of those named above, make the results public and bring those responsible to justice;

· Carry out an exhaustive and impartial investigation into the death of Héctor Ramirez and bring to justice those found responsible.

Sincerely,

Brian J. Stefan Szittai, Coordinator












cc:
Human Rights Procurator Sergio Fernando Morales Alvarado ~ fax: 011 502 238 1734


Center for Legal Action in Human Rights ~ fax:011 502 251 8163


Guillermo Castillo, Guatemala Ambassador to the US~ fax: 202 745 1908


John R. Hamilton, US Ambassador to Guatemala ~ fax: 011-502-334-8477


Robert Boynton, Desk Officer for Guatemala, US State Department ~ fax: 202-647-2597

UA  #183/04 Guatemala
The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter:
IRTFF














